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days after the date on which that report is 
required to be submitted, the Board shall no-
tify the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate. 

The bill (S. 579), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed, as fol-
lows: 

S. 579 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Transportation Safety Board Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2003’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) FISCAL YEARS 2003–2006.—Section 1118(a) 
of title 49, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’; and 
(2) by striking ‘‘such sums to’’ and insert-

ing the following: ‘‘$73,325,000 for fiscal year 
2003, $78,757,000 for fiscal year 2004, $83,011,000 
for fiscal year 2005, and $87,539,000 for fiscal 
year 2006. Such sums shall’’. 

(b) EMERGENCY FUND.—Section 1118(b) of 
such title is amended by striking the second 
sentence and inserting the following: ‘‘In ad-
dition, there are authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary to in-
crease the fund to, and maintain the fund at, 
a level not to exceed $4,000,000.’’. 

(c) NTSB ACADEMY.—Section 1118 of such 
title is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) ACADEMY.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized 

to be appropriated to the Board for necessary 
expenses of the National Transportation 
Safety Board Academy, not otherwise pro-
vided for, $3,347,000 for fiscal year 2003, 
$4,896,000 for fiscal year 2004, $4,995,000 for fis-
cal year 2005, and $5,200,000 for fiscal year 
2006. Such sums shall remain available until 
expended. 

‘‘(2) FEES.—The Board may impose and col-
lect such fees as it determines to be appro-
priate for services provided by or through 
the Academy. 

‘‘(3) RECEIPTS CREDITED AS OFFSETTING COL-
LECTIONS.—Notwithstanding section 3302 of 
title 31, any fee collected under this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) shall be credited as offsetting collec-
tions to the account that finances the activi-
ties and services for which the fee is im-
posed; 

‘‘(B) shall be available for expenditure only 
to pay the costs of activities and services for 
which the fee is imposed; and 

‘‘(C) shall remain available until expended. 
‘‘(4) REFUNDS.—The Board may refund any 

fee paid by mistake or any amount paid in 
excess of that required. 

‘‘(d) REPORT ON ACADEMY OPERATIONS.— 
The National Transportation Safety Board 
shall transmit an annual report to the Con-
gress on the activities and operations of the 
National Transportation Safety Board Acad-
emy.’’. 
SEC. 3. ASSISTANCE TO FAMILIES OF PAS-

SENGERS INVOLVED IN AIRCRAFT 
ACCIDENTS. 

(a) RELINQUISHMENT OF INVESTIGATIVE PRI-
ORITY.—Section 1136 of title 49, United States 
Code, is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(j) RELINQUISHMENT OF INVESTIGATIVE PRI-
ORITY.— 

‘‘(1) GENERAL RULE.—This section (other 
than subsection (g)) shall not apply to an 
aircraft accident if the Board has relin-
quished investigative priority under section 
1131(a)(2)(B) and the Federal agency to which 
the Board relinquished investigative priority 

is willing and able to provide assistance to 
the victims and families of the passengers 
involved in the accident. 

‘‘(2) BOARD ASSISTANCE.—If this section 
does not apply to an aircraft accident be-
cause the Board has relinquished investiga-
tive priority with respect to the accident, 
the Board shall assist, to the maximum ex-
tent possible, the agency to which the Board 
has relinquished investigative priority in as-
sisting families with respect to the acci-
dent.’’. 

(b) REVISION OF MOU.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the National Transportation Safety Board 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
shall revise their 1977 agreement on the in-
vestigation of accidents to take into account 
the amendments made by this section and 
shall submit a copy of the revised agreement 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate. 
SEC. 4. RELIEF FROM CONTRACTING REQUIRE-

MENTS FOR INVESTIGATIONS SERV-
ICES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—From the date of enact-
ment of this Act through September 30, 2006, 
the National Transportation Safety Board 
may enter into agreements or contracts 
under the authority of section 1113(b)(1)(B) of 
title 49, United States Code for investiga-
tions conducted under section 1131 of that 
title without regard to any other provision 
of law requiring competition if necessary to 
expedite the investigation. 

(b) REPORT ON USAGE.—On February 1, 2006, 
the National Transportation Safety Board 
shall transmit a report to the House of Rep-
resentatives Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, the House of Representa-
tives Committee on Government Reform, the 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation, and the Senate Com-
mittee on Government Affairs that— 

(1) describes each contract for $25,000 or 
more executed by the Board to which the au-
thority provided by subsection (a) was ap-
plied; and 

(2) sets forth the rationale for dispensing 
with competition requirements with respect 
to such contract. 
SEC. 5. ACCIDENT AND SAFETY DATA CLASSI-

FICATION AND PUBLICATION. 
Section 1119 of title 49, United States Code, 

is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) APPEALS.— 
‘‘(1) NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS.—In any case 

in which an employee of the Board deter-
mines that an occurrence associated with 
the operation of an aircraft constitutes an 
accident, the employee shall notify the 
owner or operator of that aircraft of the 
right to appeal that determination to the 
Board. 

‘‘(2) PROCEDURE.—The Board shall establish 
and publish the procedures for appeals under 
this subsection. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATION ON APPLICABILITY.—This 
subsection shall not apply in the case of an 
accident that results in a loss of life.’’. 
SEC. 6. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION’S RE-

SPONSES TO SAFETY RECOMMENDA-
TIONS. 

Section 1135(d) of title 49, United States 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(d) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) ANNUAL SECRETARIAL REGULATORY STA-

TUS REPORTS.—On February 1 of each year, 
the Secretary shall submit a report to Con-
gress and the Board containing the regu-
latory status of each recommendation made 
by the Board to the Secretary (or to an Ad-
ministration within the Department of 
Transportation) that is on the Board’s ‘most 
wanted list’. The Secretary shall continue to 

report on the regulatory status of each such 
recommendation in the report due on Feb-
ruary 1 of subsequent years until final regu-
latory action is taken on that recommenda-
tion or the Secretary (or an Administration 
within the Department) determines and 
states in such a report that no action should 
be taken. 

‘‘(2) FAILURE TO REPORT.—If on March 1 of 
each year the Board has not received the 
Secretary’s report required by this sub-
section, the Board shall notify the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate of the Sec-
retary’s failure to submit the required re-
port. 

‘‘(3) TERMINATION.—This subsection shall 
cease to be in effect after the report required 
to be filed on February 1, 2008, is filed.’’. 
SEC. 7. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS. 

Section 1131(a)(2) of title 49, United States 
Code, is amended by moving subparagraphs 
(B) and (C) 4 ems to the left. 
SEC. 8. DOT INSPECTOR GENERAL INVESTIGA-

TIVE AUTHORITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 228 of the Motor 

Carrier Safety Improvement Act of 1999 (113 
Stat. 1773) is transferred to, and added at the 
end of, subchapter III of chapter 3 of title 49, 
United States Code, as section 354 of that 
title. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—(1) The cap-
tion of the section is amended to read as fol-
lows: 
‘‘§ 354. Investigative authority of Inspector 

General’’. 
(2) The chapter analysis for chapter 3 of 

title 49, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 
‘‘354. Investigative authority of Inspector 

General’’. 
SEC. 9. REPORTS ON CERTAIN OPEN SAFETY REC-

OMMENDATIONS. 
(a) INITIAL REPORT.—Within 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Transportation shall submit a re-
port to Congress and the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board containing the regu-
latory status of each open safety rec-
ommendation made by the Board to the Sec-
retary concerning— 

(1) 15-passenger van safety; 
(2) railroad grade crossing safety; and 
(3) medical certifications for a commercial 

driver’s license. 
(b) BIENNIAL UPDATES.—The Secretary 

shall continue to report on the regulatory 
status of each such recommendation (and 
any subsequent recommendation made by 
the Board to the Secretary concerning a 
matter described in paragraph (1), (2), or (3) 
of subsection (a)) at 2-year intervals until— 

(1) final regulatory action has been taken 
on the recommendation; 

(2) the Secretary determines, and states in 
the report, that no action should be taken on 
that recommendation; or 

(3) the report, if any, required to be sub-
mitted in 2008 is submitted. 

(c) FAILURE TO REPORT.—If the Board has 
not received a report required to be sub-
mitted under subsection (a) or (b) within 30 
days after the date on which that report is 
required to be submitted, the Board shall no-
tify the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate. 

f 

AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY 
MONTH 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Judiciary Committee be dis-
charged and the Senate proceed to the 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 21:48 Jan 14, 2014 Jkt 081600 PO 00000 Frm 00184 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\2003SENATE\S21NO3.REC S21NO3m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
C

G
S

P
4G

1 
w

ith
 S

O
C

IA
LS

E
C

U
R

IT
Y



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S15509 November 21, 2003 
immediate consideration of H. Con. 
Res. 106, American Jewish History 
Month. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (H. Con. Res. 106) recognizing 

and honoring America’s Jewish community 
on the occasion of its 350th anniversary, sup-
porting the designation of an ‘‘American 
Jewish History Month,’’ and for other pur-
poses. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, and any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 106) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
f 

DESIGNATING AMERICAN 
EDUCATION WEEK 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate now proceed to consid-
eration of S. Res. 272, submitted by 
Senator SNOWE earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 272) designating the 

week beginning November 16, 2003, as Amer-
ican Education Week. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table en 
bloc, and any statements be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 272) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 272 

Whereas schools are the backbone of de-
mocracy in the United States, providing 
young people with the tools necessary to 
maintain the precious values of freedom, ci-
vility, and equality; 

Whereas, by equipping students with both 
practical skills and broader intellectual 
abilities, schools give young people in the 
United States hope for, and access to, a 
bright and productive future; 

Whereas education employees, whether 
they provide educational, administrative, 
technical, or custodial services, work tire-
lessly to serve the children and communities 
of the United States with care and profes-
sionalism; 

Whereas schools are the keystones of com-
munities in the United States, bringing to-
gether adults and children, educators and 
volunteers, business leaders, and elected offi-
cials in a common enterprise; and 

Whereas public school educators first ob-
served American Education Week in 1921 and 

are now celebrating the 82nd annual observ-
ance of American Education Week: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning Novem-

ber 16, 2003, as American Education Week; 
and 

(2) recognizes the importance of public 
education and the accomplishments of the 
many education professionals who con-
tribute to the achievement of students 
across the United States. 

f 

AUTHORIZING SALARY ADJUST-
MENTS FOR JUSTICES AND 
JUDGES OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 371, H.R. 3349. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3349) to authorize salary ad-

justments for Justices and judges of the 
United States for fiscal year 2004. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased that the Senate is taking up 
and passing legislation to authorize 
salary adjustments for Justices and 
judges of the United States for fiscal 
year 2004. 

As a member of both the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee and the Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Commerce, 
Justice, State and the Judiciary, I 
have worked hard to help preserve a 
fair and independent judiciary. I have 
repeatedly introduced and cosponsored 
legislation to give our Federal judges 
meaningful and significant pay raises. I 
have been disappointed that the Con-
tinuing Resolutions approved by Con-
gress fail to give the Federal judiciary 
even a cost-of-living adjustment, 
COLA. 

In 1975, Congress enacted the Execu-
tive Salary Cost-of-Living Adjustment 
Act, intended to give judges, Members 
of Congress, and other high ranking ex-
ecutive branch officials automatic 
COLAs as accorded other Federal em-
ployees unless rejected by Congress. In 
1981, Congress enacted section 140 of 
Public Law 97–92, mandating specific 
congressional action to give COLAs to 
judges. During the 21 years of section 
140’s existence, Congress has always ac-
corded to the Federal judiciary coequal 
respect by suspending section 140 when-
ever Congress has granted to itself and 
other Federal employees a COLA. With 
the end of the last Congress, however, 
the continuing resolutions providing 
funding failed to suspend section 140, 
thus ensuring that no COLA would be 
provided for Federal judges during the 
current fiscal year, unless other action 
is taken. 

In April of this year, I introduced 
legislation to respond to the shortfall 
in real judicial compensation, to repeal 
the link of judicial pay to congres-
sional pay, to improve survivorship 
benefits, and to instill greater public 
confidence in our courts. This legisla-

tion would have obviated the annual 
need to pass judicial cost of living ad-
justments. Unfortunately, the Fair and 
Independent Judiciary Act of 2003 was 
never put on the agenda in committee 
for consideration. 

I hope we can all agree that the Judi-
ciary deserves a cost of living adjust-
ment. I look forward to Senate passage 
of this bill to give our federal judges a 
cost of living adjustment. I hope the 
President will promptly sign our legis-
lation into law. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 3349) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—H.R. 1274 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there is a bill at the desk 
that is due for a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill for the second 
time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1274) to direct the Adminis-

trator of General Services to convey to Fres-
no County, California, the existing Federal 
courthouse in that county. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I would 
object to further proceedings on the 
measure at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
will be placed on the calendar. 

f 

NOMINATIONS DISCHARGED 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, as in exec-
utive session, I ask unanimous consent 
that the HELP Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of a 
list of nominations that I send to the 
desk; further, that the nominations be 
placed on the calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The list is as follows: 
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON LIBRARIES AND 

INFORMATION SCIENCE 

Jose Aponte 
Sandra Ashworth 
Edward Bertorelli 
Carol Diehl 
Allison Druin 
Beth Fitzsimmons 
Patricia Hines 
Colleen Huebner 
Stephen Kennedy 
Bridget Lamont 
Mary Perdue 
Herman Totten 

CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

David Eisner 
Carol Kinsley 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Raymond Simon 

NATIONAL MEDIATION BOARD 

Read Van de Water 
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